
WKLOH�DQ�DUP\�VROGLHU�ZDV�KHDGHG�WRZDUG�
D�IXOO�UHFRYHU\�IURP�D�EDFN�LQMXU\�LQ�

+DUIRUG�&RXQW\��0DU\ODQG�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�
������VHYHUDO�KXQGUHG�PLOHV�DZD\��D�\RXQJ�
SXS�DQG�KHU�KXPDQ�ZHUH�KHDGHG�DZD\�IURP�
WKH�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�FRDVW��+XUULFDQH�)ORUHQFH�
ZDV�FRPLQJ�LQ�IDVW��DQG����PRQWK�ROG�$XWXPQ�
DQG�KHU�RZQHU�ZHUH�IRUFHG�WR�HYDFXDWH�DQG�
KHDG�WR�%HO�$LU��0'��ZKHUH�IDPLO\�ZDV�ZDLWLQJ�
WR�WDNH�WKHP�LQ��

8QIRUWXQDWHO\��GXH�WR�XQIRUHVHHQ�FLUFXP�
VWDQFHV��$XWXPQ¶V�FDUHWDNHU�KDG�WR�PDNH�
WKH�H[WUHPHO\�GLI¿FXOW�GHFLVLRQ�WR�SDUW�ZD\V�
ZLWK�KLV�GRJ��DQG�KH�EURXJKW�$XWXPQ�WR�WKH�
+XPDQH�6RFLHW\�RI�+DUIRUG�&RXQW\��+6+&���

³$XWXPQ�ZDV�ORYHG�DQG�YHU\�ZHOO�WDNHQ�
FDUH�RI�´�VDLG�&DW�.HOO\��+6+&¶V�VKHOWHU�
RSHUDWLRQV�GLUHFWRU��³,W�ZDV�REYLRXVO\�D�YHU\�
KDUG�FKRLFH�IRU�KHU�RZQHU�WR�PDNH��EXW�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�MXVW�GLGQ¶W�DOORZ�IRU�WKHP�WR�
VWD\�WRJHWKHU�´

$XWXPQ�KDG�EHHQ�WKURXJK�WKLV�EHIRUH��
6KH�KDG�EHHQ�DGRSWHG�DV�D���PRQWK�ROG�
SXSS\�IURP�D�VKHOWHU�LQ�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�DQG�
WKRXJKW�KHU�GD\V�LQ�D�VKHOWHU�ZHUH�RYHU��

Life as a Vet Tech in the Army
6WDFH\�LV�DQ�DFWLYH�GXW\�DUP\�VROGLHU�ZKR�

LV�DOVR�D�SURXG�YHWHULQDU\�WHFKQLFLDQ�ZLWK�D�
YHU\�QREOH�SXUSRVH��³0DQ\�SHRSOH�RXWVLGH�
RI�WKH�DUP\�DUH�XQDZDUH�WKDW�WKLV�W\SH�RI�MRE�H[LVWV�´�VKH�H[SODLQV��³0\�PDLQ�
PLVVLRQ�LV�WR�FDUH�IRU�ZRUNLQJ�GRJV�LQ�WKH�PLOLWDU\���WKRVH�ZKR�GHSOR\�DQG�JR�
GRZQ�UDQJH�>RYHUVHDV@�ZLWK�WKHLU�KDQGOHUV�DQG�RWKHU�VROGLHUV�´�

6WDFH\�VD\V�VKH�ZDV�LQVSLUHG�WR�MRLQ�WKH�DUP\�E\�KHU�IDWKHU�ZKR�DOVR�
VHUYHG�KLV�FRXQWU\��³,�DP�SURXG�WR�EH�LQ�DQ�RFFXSDWLRQ�WKDW�RQO\�PDNHV�XS�
OHVV�WKDQ����RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�´

%XW�D�EDFN�LQMXU\�DQG�ORQJ�UHFRYHU\�VLGHOLQHG�6WDFH\�WKLV�SDVW�IDOO��6KH�
VDLG�WKDW�IRU�PRQWKV�GXULQJ�KHU�UHFRYHU\��VKH�ZDV�OLPLWHG�LQ�ZKDW�VKH�FRXOG�
GR�DQG�WKHUHIRUH��ZDVQ¶W�DEOH�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�IXQ�RXWVLGH�RI�KHU�KRPH��³,�NQHZ�
WKDW�DGRSWLQJ�D�GRJ�LQ�QHHG�ZRXOG�PRWLYDWH�PH�WR�JHW�RXW�RI�WKH�KRXVH�DQG�
ZRXOG�LPSURYH�P\�RYHUDOO�ZHOO�EHLQJ�´�

6R�6WDFH\�VWDUWHG�KHU�VHDUFK�IRU�D�QHZ�FRPSDQLRQ�RQ�+6+&¶V�ZHEVLWH�
DW�ZZZ�KDUIRUGVKHOWHU�RUJ��7KDW¶V�ZKHUH�VKH�OHDUQHG�DERXW�WKH�3HWV�IRU�
3DWULRWV�SURJUDP�

Adopt a Dog: Doctor’s Orders!
3HWV�IRU�3DWULRWV��,QF��LV�D�UHJLVWHUHG�����F���FKDULWDEOH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�

GHGLFDWHG�WR�KHOSLQJ�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�PLOLWDU\�SHUVRQQHO�DQG�YHWHUDQV�DGRSW�D�
QHZ�SHW�IULHQG�ZKLOH�JLYLQJ�WKH�PRVW�RYHUORRNHG�VKHOWHU�GRJV�DQG�FDWV�KRSH�
DQG�D�KRPH��

6LQFH�������
+6+&�KDV�
RIIHUHG�YHWHUDQV�
LQ�WKH�3HWV�IRU�3D�
WULRWV�SURJUDP�DF�
FHVV�WR�UHGXFHG�
DGRSWLRQ�IHHV�
IRU�SURJUDP�HO�
LJLEOH�GRJV�DQG�
FDWV��6HYHUDO�
YHWHULQDULDQV�LQ�
+DUIRUG�&RXQW\�
DOVR�RIIHU�RQJRLQJ�
GLVFRXQWV�RQ�
PHGLFDO�FDUH�

$IWHU�EHLQJ�DFFHSWHG�LQWR�WKH�3HWV�IRU�
3DWULRWV�SURJUDP��D�IUHH�SURFHVV�WKDW�WRRN�
MXVW�D�IHZ�GD\V��6WDFH\¶V�¿UVW�RUGHU�RI�EXVL�
QHVV�ZDV�YLVLWLQJ�+6+&��6KH�ZDONHG�LQWR�
WKH�NHQQHO�DUHD�DQG�VWDUWHG�ORRNLQJ�RYHU�WKH�
DYDLODEOH�GRJV��SDXVLQJ�WR�UHDG�DERXW�WKHP�
RQ�WKHLU�NHQQHO�FDUGV��

6WDFH\�VWRSSHG�ZKHQ�VKH�UHDFKHG�
$XWXPQ¶V�NHQQHO��³7KH�YHU\�¿UVW�WLPH�,�VDZ�
$XWXPQ��,�MXVW�NQHZ�VKH�ZDV�P\�GRJ�´�VKH�
VDLG��³,�DVNHG�WR�PHHW�$XWXPQ�EHFDXVH�
,�VDZ�D�VFDUHG�DQG�VDG�SXSS\�ZLWK�ELJ��
EHDXWLIXO��KRQH\�H\HV�ZKR�VSHQW�D�TXDUWHU�RI�
KHU�SXSS\�OLIH�LQ�D�VKHOWHU��,�NQHZ�WKDW�LI�,�JRW�
KHU��,�ZRXOG�PDNH�WKH�UHVW�RI�KHU�SXSS\�OLIH�
DV�DZHVRPH�DV�LW�FRXOG�EH�´

The Waiting is the Hardest Part
%XW�XQIRUWXQDWHO\��6WDFH\�DQG�KHU�

KXVEDQG�FRXOGQ¶W�WDNH�$XWXPQ�KRPH�ULJKW�
DZD\��7KH�VKHOWHU�ZDV�WUHDWLQJ�$XWXPQ�IRU�
ULQJZRUP��5LQJZRUP�LV�D�IXQJDO�LQIHFWLRQ�
WKDW�JURZV�DQG�OLYHV�LQ�WKH�RXWHUPRVW�OD\HUV�
RI�WKH�VNLQ�DQG�LQ�WKH�KDLU�IROOLFOHV��,W�LV�KLJKO\�
FRQWDJLRXV�WR�RWKHU�DQLPDOV�DQG�SHRSOH��
$OWKRXJK�UHODWLYHO\�HDV\�WR�WUHDW�ZLWK�WRSLFDO�
DQG�RUDO�PHGLFDWLRQV��WKH�WLPH�LW�WDNHV�WR�JHW�
WKH�³DOO�FOHDU´�FDQ�EH�DQ\ZKHUH�IURP�ZHHNV�
WR�PRQWKV�

³:H�ZDLWHG�DQG�ZDLWHG��,�FDOOHG�DQG�
HPDLOHG�HYHU\�VLQJOH�GD\�LQTXLULQJ�DERXW�KHU��EXW�VKH�ZDV�QHYHU�UHDG\��
)LQDOO\�D�PRQWK�ODWHU��ZH�ZHQW�EDFN�WR�WKH�VKHOWHU�WR�WU\�RXU�OXFN�DQG�VKH�ZDV�
DYDLODEOH�IRU�DGRSWLRQ�´

7KH�GD\V�DQG�ZHHNV�RI�VXVSHQVH�DQG�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�ZDVKHG�RYHU�6WDFH\�
DV�VKH�¿OOHG�RXW�WKH�SDSHUZRUN��

³0HHWLQJ�KHU�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�,¶OO�QHYHU�IRUJHW�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�D�YHU\�
HPRWLRQDO�RUGHDO�IRU�PH�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�,�KDG�IRXJKW�VR�KDUG�IRU�WKLV�SXS�DQG�
WKDW�VKH�ZDV�¿QDOO\�PLQH�´

Nothing But Sunny Skies Ahead
6L[�ZHHNV�DIWHU�DGRSWLQJ�KHU�DQG�PDNLQJ�KHU�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�IDPLO\��6WDFH\�

VD\V�$XWXPQ�ZDV�ZHOO�ZRUWK�WKH�ZDLW��³6KH�KDV�FKDQJHG�P\�OLIH�LPPHQVHO\�
MXVW�E\�KDYLQJ�KHU�WR�FDUH�IRU��6KH�EULQJV�VR�PXFK�MR\�WR�P\�KXVEDQG�DQG�,��
DQG�VKH¶V�DPD]LQJO\�VPDUW�´

6WDFH\�MXVW�JXVKHV�ZLWK�HQWKXVLDVP�DERXW�$XWXPQ�DQG�KDV�QRWKLQJ�EXW�
SRVLWLYH�WKLQJV�WR�VD\�DERXW�KHU��³$XWXPQ¶V�IDYRULWH�WKLQJV�WR�GR�DUH�EHLQJ�
QH[W�WR�PH�DW�DOO�WLPHV��SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�DQ\�W\SH�RI�WR\�\RX�JLYH�KHU��HVSHFLDOO\�
VTXHDN\�WR\V���DQG�ORQJ�FDU�ULGHV�´�6WDFH\�UHPDUNV��³6KH�ORYHV�FKLOGUHQ��
HVSHFLDOO\�EDELHV��DQG�HQMR\V�GRJ�SDUNV�´

$OWKRXJK�VKH�ZLOO�
OLNHO\�DOZD\V�KDYH�
VRPH�EDFN�SDLQ��WKH�
ZRUVW�LV�RYHU�DQG�
6WDFH\�VHHV�QRWKLQJ�
EXW�EOXH�VNLHV�LQ�KHU�
IXWXUH��

³$XWXPQ�KDV�
DOORZHG�PH�WR�VHH�
OLIH�IRU�WKH�EHWWHU��,�
NQRZ�VKH�LV�MXVW�DV�
WKDQNIXO�IRU�PH�UHV�
FXLQJ�KHU�EHFDXVH�RI�
WKH�JUHHWLQJ�,�UHFHLYH�
IURP�KHU�ZKHQ�,�JHW�
KRPH�DQG�FRPH�
WKURXJK�WKH�GRRU�´
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